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Emerson School students traveled recently to the Museum of the American Revolution (MAR).  This trip 
launched their current project:   Identity.  While at the museum, students were encouraged to explore 
aspects of American Identity that emerged from the Revolutionary War experience.  Several students are 
incorporating their observations into their current research.  The highlight of any visit to the MAR is 
George Washington's tent, used as his field command headquarters during the war.  Students were 
astounded to see this extraordinary artifact from the War for Independence.  
 

                
 
 
Guidance Department 
 
Jackson Green and Kara Young have been selected to attend this year’s Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership 
Conference in May of 2020.  The students will attend a weekend seminar in which there are panel 
discussions from community leaders as well as small group discussions and leadership exercises. 
 
Marisa Williamson has been named Teen of the Week for the week of December 9th.  This program is 
sponsored by The Sentinel newspaper.  Marisa will have a feature story in the paper today.   A student 
is chosen every week from surrounding school districts and at the end of the school year, one student 
will be awarded Teen of the Year with a $5,000 scholarship.  Students are recognized base on academic 
achievement, extracurricular activities, leadership and community involvement.  Marisa was nominated 
by Mrs. Angie Kamps. 
 
 
 



Technology Education 
 
Students in Mr. Kambic’s Applied Engineering course had to design and build a Rube Goldberg 
following the directions from the National Rube Goldberg Machine Contest from Perdue University. This 
year’s contest was to design a twelve step machine that turns off a light. The class broke into three 
groups, each tasked with designing and building four steps of the machine. They put together all twelve 
steps and tested it out. After adjusting a few of the steps, it was a success! 
 

                          
 

 
English Department/NHS/ Board Update 
 
Over the past week, Ms. Russell’s and Mrs. Caufman’s English 1 class have been gearing up for our unit 
on Monster by Walter Dean Myers.  We were so excited to welcome Sergio Santiago into our room to 
foster conversations on bias and racism.  With his help, we took Harvard’s bias test to discover our own 
biases.  These conversations prepared us to dive into Monster, where we will explore 16-year-old Steve 
Harmon’s experience in prison while on trial for felony murder. 
  
Mrs. Clarke’s English I, Level 1, are in the middle of reading Animal Farm, and making connections with 
the real historical events and people that inspired George Orwell's allegorical satire.  In English IV, Level 
2, we just finished reading The Lord of the Flies, and examining William Golding's vision of a world without 
parameters and conscience.  In English I, Level 2, we are reading Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 
Children, where Ransom Biggs portrays a world where magical and fantastic children live within a space 
where time exists within the same day, everyday.  In English II, Level 1, we are in the middle of reading 
To Kill a Mockingbird, where Harper Lee exposes the societal injustices of 1930s Alabama through the 
eyes of a little girl. 



Ms. Forsyth's students are analyzing literary selections for the various ways setting can play a role in a 
story, as well as for mood, figurative language and imagery. Next week they will be creating an original 
exposition where they set up a beginning of a story. They will create a setting that functions in a chosen 
way or ways and that creates a specific mood. They will also use lots of sensory details and similes in 
metaphors in their descriptions of this setting. 

    
 
 
Athletics: 
Winter season is now in full gear and games have begun. Swimming and Diving has experienced a 
resurgence and their numbers (especially on the girls’ side) are the biggest they have been in several 
years. The team was excited to see the new record boards in place and appreciates all the district does 
to support their program.  
 
Girls Basketball looks to continue their strong play but must do so with a new crop of players after losing 
8 seniors from last year’s playoff squad. The team hosted its annual Tip Off Classic this past weekend 
splitting its first two games. They have several home games here in December, including the Red Land 
game on December 20th.  
 
There is lots of excitement for this year’s boys’ basketball team. The squad has been working hard all fall 
and summer and now is when it pays off. The team also is welcoming Nick Peters, a foreign exchange 
student from Germany. You can’t miss him as he is 6’10” tall. The Colts started out with a road victory 
over Big Spring and its first home game is the Red Land clash on December 20th.   
 
Wrestling is also looking to continue its recent success, but does so under new leadership as Rick 
Tamanosky has taken the reigns for this season for Coach Rob Rapsey. The team has lots of returning 
talent and will once again look to capture the Keystone Division. Next year the team will move up to the 
Commonwealth Division, so they would like to finish their stay in the Keystone with another title. They 
had a great start going 3-0 at the Warwick Duals this past weekend. 



Finally, the Cheerleaders will once again be there to support our teams. They have a JV and Varsity 
squad this season and are excited to not only cheer on the Colts at Home Basketball games, but also 
show off their skills on a nightly basis.  
 
 
JROTC 

 
 
Twenty-five cadet from the Cedar Cliff High School JROTC program took part in the 15th annual SMT 
Turkey Trot 5k run/walk which was held in New Cumberland on Thanksgiving morning, November 28.  
Cadets were responsible for the overnight security of the site, helping with participant registration, 
providing direction and instructions for those seeking parking, serving refreshments, and helping with the 
area clean up after the event. The run is named after Shirley Mae Taylor who died in 2003 of cancer. All 
proceeds benefit Vickie’s Angel Foundation, a nonprofit group with a mission of helping families who 
have difficulties paying bills due to their fights with cancer. 
 
 
 



                    
 
For eight days in December, JROTC students are experiencing American Red Cross certification training 
in Adult CPR/AED, Infant CPR and First Aid.  The equipment they are using was purchased over the 
summer using JROTC funds donated by local VFWs and American Legions.  Joanne DeMartino, a 
certified Red Cross Trainer and teacher at CCHS, facilitated the identification and ordering of the required 
equipment and is now providing the training as well.  At the end of the training, students will have the 
opportunity to test and earn their Red Cross CPR/AED/First Aid certificate.  The addition of this new 
equipment will enable more students at Cedar Cliff the opportunity to earn their certifications as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s happening in Science class? 
 
This year, Cedar Cliff High School received a grant from the West Shore Foundation to purchase a STEM 
cart.  The purpose of the cart is to allow students the opportunity to integrate the STEM areas with hands-
on projects.  It is specifically designed for students to incorporate more “T” (technology) and “E” 
(engineering) with their science and math classes.  Students design and create projects related to topics 
they are studying, enabling them to develop 21st century skills of collaboration, communication, creativity, 
and critical thinking.  
 

                               
                     
                          Kyla McBride, Adrian Castaneda, and Destiny Pagan 
 
 
 
 
Recently, Mrs. Sellers’ Qualitative Chemistry classes used the cart to build vehicles powered by chemical 
reactions between baking soda and vinegar.  Mr. Moore’s Physical Science classes used it to build Rube 
Goldberg machines, which are contraptions designed to complete a task using a series of 
steps.  Students incorporated their study of simple machines into designs which included machines that 
rolled dice, popped a balloon, filled a water cup, or pushed a matchbox car across a table. 
 
 



                       
 
               Sedona Tep, Elijah Ikeda, Ryan Bohl, Nick Strain, and Hunter Cuza 
 
 
Students in Mrs. Plassio's biology classes have been learning about osmosis and diffusion using real 
cells- EGGS!  Students had fun "dissecting" the eggs to see the status of the yolk and whether water 
entered or left the cell. It was an egg-celent hands-on activity. 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Life Skills classes at Cedar Cliff have learned about life through potato chips recently!  Last spring, they 
planted seed potatoes in a raised bed located outside the planetarium with the promise that come fall, 
they would enjoy some potato chips.  A few weeks ago, the classes dug the starchy treasures form the 
earth, cleaned them and waited anxiously for the chips to be fried up fresh.  So, we chipped up the 
potatoes, heated the oil and made some delicious chips.  From beginning to end, our students were able 
to learn a little about the hidden world of their food system and have a lot of fun doing it! 
 

    
 
 
 
 


